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DATA OF SOVIET FIGHTER -- Inforoation, No 129, 6 Jun k9

Swedisk aviation experis who have inspect~' the Ruseian fighter pikme which
recent] ; oresh-ls.ded at Tullinge Airfield near Stockholm, feel that Soviet air-
oraft producers lave now caught up with US and British fighter airoraft ~onstruc-
tion, but that the Russjans have not made any advances beyond the point raachel
by the US and the British at ihe end of tke war,

Rosults of the Swedish examinations are secret, but Stockholms Tidni: oD
hes published an article which gives some 1nfonntiom about Uhe new Ruasien
fighter,

The alrcraft,’ oalled IA-i1, is the latest molel coustructsd by Semén Ia-
voohkin, wvhe hes reoeiveﬁ the Staiin Prize for his fighter comstructions. Ia-
voohkin made news in 1940 with his fighter, the IAGG-3, which played a desisive
role at Stalingred. The IAGG-3 was later immroved by the ILA-5, IA-7, LA-9, and
I.:-n. The LA-5 pad a eingle engine, which was a copy of the US Wright Cyclone

Stockholms Tidni_nge_n believes the IA-11 is no better than the Spitfires
and Nute:ngu In servicy At tne emd .x the war,

Dimensions of the Soviet fighter are as follovs: wing spread, 10,6 metera; '
length, 9 maters; harsepowver, 1,850 - 2,000; waximm speed, 600 kilcnetera Por
hour; and armamenvs, three 20-3111-nter nchine guns,

Ths airoraft wvhich crask-landed in Sweden was not equipped with either rocket

weapons or rocket apparatus. However, it is believed that cther Iavochkin models
kave rocket oquipment.

-1 -
CLASSIFICATION B‘Em

STATE NAVY NSRB DISTRIBUTION

ARMY AR 81 11 i

-

+ - >

e

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/18 : CIARP80-00809A00060230954-8 ]

STAT




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/18 CIA-RDP80-00805A000600230954-8

| RESTRICTED I . STAT§
. EDITORTAL COMPARES USSR, VEST ATRORIFT -~ Dagnes Nyheter, No 146, 2 Jun 49

The Soviet aircraft, which crash-landed at Tulinge recemtly, has again aroused
g ) {nterest in USSR aircraft from the technical viewpoint, Are USSR sircraft of odm- .
) parable quality to those of the West? It 1s difficult to answer this question; ) 4
however, a shurt survey of USSR military atrcraft may facilitate an evaluation.

A year sgo Englund and the US gwitched over almost entirely to Jet propulsion

1n fighter airorafi. The USSR is Just mov in the midst of taking such a step, but,

gemerally speaking, most of her Pighters are mropeller type. The most modern of

theae 18 said to be the IA-11, the same type as the one that crash-ianded, and
iy ] . which has not been publicized at all, Its perfoxrmance apecificatione are sbout the
© sezme as Lhose for the US (and Swedish) Mustangs; however, 1ts flying range s -
i shorter. The air-cuoled englne develops 1,800 hossepower. The designer, Lieu- . 3

tenant Geperal iavochkin, has designed several good fighters, all resembling the '

famous German FW-190. Other gropeller-iype fighters in extensive use are the

YAK-3 ané YAE-9 which, with 1,200 - 1,300 horsepover, have scmewhat poorer performe
i g ance specifications, falling between the Swedish J-22 and J-21. The YAK-3 and YAK-O
N wvere degigned during the war by Colonel-general Yakovlev, who was than enly 35 years D : 5
I old, : .

US hopibers with atamic bambs constitute a iatent threat of the first order
to the Soviet hameland, For this reason Soviet designers in revent years have
been hard at work to mroduce a jet fighter providing. the best defense againgt highe
&1titudo bombers. The fipst difficulty, that of mwoducing a Jet engine, wac
lessensd £irst by the Cermena, who turned over their Jurkeras and IMW factory-
trained designers to the Russians and then by the British, who sold 60 Rolle Royce
jet engines to the Russians a fow years after the var. The two best-known Russian
Jet plunes, the YAK-15 and the MIG-9, appeared shortly after the var and were in-
ferior to coniemporary British and US models. EHowever, there are newer types with
high standards of performance, but these are well-guarded secrets. Soviet sources
repart that same of these have reached the speed of scund. However, those who are
familiar with USSR industry doubt their ability to develop engine designs quickly,
‘and this constitutes the key to their possibilities of matching cr mainteining
standarde of speed or climbing ability comparable to those of the Western nations.

With regard to light attack aircraft, which are the Russians' specialty and
which arc designed for the support of ground troops, most of them appeer to be of
the single-engins Stormovik type, designed by Lieuterant-general Ilyushin and )
serially produced during the war. The lateot version, the IL-10, is said to be’
$n about the same wlass as the Swedish B-17 (now in the Ethiopian Alr Force). The

.main twin-engined attack aircraft, of which there is algo a large pumber, is ihe
TU-2, designed by the Nestor of tle Russian aircraft designers, A. N. Tupolev.
The ¥J-2 im somevhat larger than the Swedish B-18 and Just about as fast. Bocause
thege aircraft are "sitting ducks” for a Jet fighter, an attempt 1s being made to
s develop & twin-eagine jet bauber for similar missions, that 1s, attack against .
© nilitary obJectives, but slso -- particularly at high altitudes -- capeble of be-
Y ing used againct citles and otherwise in the homelana., Thus, there is & Jet ver- N B
glon of the TU-2, but very little is kuewn abuut it. The spsed is said to be con- o e »
aiderably less than that of a jJet fighter, but it is a tough opponert for the older ST
typss of fighter. 1f this aircrati is approved for serial production, then the e T
Ruesians will have advanced beyond the Rritish, who do not yet have & Jet bomber. I
On the other kand, the US has jet bambere being delivered, but these are consider-
ably larger. For attack purposes {ke Amer:icans and the British are using their
Jot Zighters equipved Witk rockets., ¥or some time to come the Russian attack
planes will be prope’ler-driven.

Tt is ¥nown at last thet the Russiane are planning heavy Jjet bambers, but . )
there are still several problems that remain to be solved, chiefly that of range. e
On the other hand, it 1s not impossitle that they will have short-range Jet barb-
ers in tne near future.
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Most of the Russian transports are douestic copies of the DC-3, but there are
also lsrger four-engine tyves, for exampie, the IL-18 which carries 66 pessengers,
and the TU-70 (the transport version of the B-29) , carrying 72 passengers. Both
of these types are in use and in production. o

. The quality of Soviet Air Force equimment is unknown, At <he beginning of the
war it was very poor. Since that time, 1t hsg risen sharply, to a considérable ex-
tent ‘becduse of the mssistance granted the USSR during the war by the Wsgtern
povers :- radar, instruments, and mights. Both.dwring the war end thereafter
the opiniom' has been that the.e L1l of ‘the Russlans in navigating and flying by
ingtrmenta 1s mach less than that of the Westerners. This is attributed largely
%o & lack of ihstruments rather than to lack of t.aining,

Even if the latest Seviet Jot planes are immressive, one must still conclude

- that the Ruseisns will have to compensaie for lower quality with greater quantity
“dx-order to fare euccessfully In a conflict with the Wess.
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